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INTRODUCTION

THE ROLE OF THE
OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN

This Official Community Plan (Q.C.P.) is about
defining directions. These directions will ensure
that Burnaby meets its anticipated needs over
the next iwo decades and be an even more
desirable place to live, work and invest. As part
of thiz process, it is also the intent of the Com-
munity Plan o meet the requirements of Sec-
tion 945 of the Municipal Act with regard to the
preparation of an O.C.P,

Under the terms of the Municipal Act, a local
government may adopt an O.C.P. for the whole
area under its jurisdiction or for specific areas.
This O.C.P. is for the wholc of Bumaby. The
Act stipulates that an (3.C.P. shall constitute a
gencral statement of broad ebjectives and
policies with respect to the form and character
of existing and proposed land use.

This O.C.P. iz therefore a municipal wide
policy document. It is intentionally not a zoning
by-law or a site specific land usc plan for the
Municipality. The O.C.P. is concerned not only
with the use of land, but also with other influen-
ces which are important to the proper land use
planning of the community. In particular, the
Q.C.P. provides for the integration of land use,
transportation, the environment, community
facilities and services, and social and economic
planning into a broad strategy to direct the
growth and development of the Municipality,

After Council adoption of the O.C.P. more
detailed area plans, development guidelines,
programs and services will nced to be prepared.
These plans and policies will be concerned with
the more detailed implementation of the various
goals and frameworks outlined in the Plan.

Therefore, the principal functions of this O.C_P.
are o;

« establish goals and a broad development
strategy to guide the future growth of the
Municipality

= provide a framework for area plans

= provide policy guidance for development,
programs, actions and services

+ provide a bagis for co-ordinating decisions

= provide a general policy hasis for assess-
ing proposals for change or development
not currently anticipated

« bring before the Minister, the Municipal
Couneil, surrounding Municipalities and
the public, the major planning issues and
development sirategy that best meets the
anticipated needs of the Municipality.

The O.C.P. for Bumaby is a 10 to 15 ycar docu-
ment. In most instances, the O.C.P: has con-
sidered projections and trends provided o the
year 2001. To a large degree, the growth
management approach outlined in this docu-
ment is already well under way. This document
summarizes this approach in relation to existing
and future needs. Implementation of the various
components of the O.C.P, will vceur at varying
speeds, often slowly and incrementally. It will
also occur at a rate which the market will hear,
the Municipality can afford and the dynarmics of
a Municipality in transition will allow,

THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE O.C.P

The O.C.P. is organized around seven sections.
The first provides a general orientation of the
Municipality of Bumnaby in terms of its loca-
tion, its community development and its people.
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The second establishes a regional context for ad-
dressing Burnaby’s future needs. The third
presents & summary of the O.C.P."s overall
growth management approach with reference 1o
growth and development paterns and a broad
statement of accompanying social and

economic objectves. The fourth section of the
O.C.P, is concerned with the allocation of exist-
ing and future land uze in the Municipality. It
provides a framework for development together
with policy directions for each of six major land
use types. The next two sections provide an
urban environment strategy and community ser-
vices and facilities framework. The final section
provides a statement on the steps that will occur
following the adoption of this O.C.P.

This O.C.P, 15 optimistic about the future of
Burnaby. Bumnaby's existing land use policies
and the character of the Municipality that has
evolved have provided a sound foundarion for
the future development of the Municipality.
Thig O.C.P. builds on that foundation. It
provides policy direction that seeks to meet the
demands and needs of the future while at the
same time preserving the qualities that are so

important w the Mumnicipality.,
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This area has been sparsely populated and has COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
been the location of gencrally heavy industrial

ﬂmm?? Wi Dbwe: h‘ght:]"dmm fevelop- In the first 30 to 40 years after its incorporation
ment occurming more recently, in 1892, the growth of Burnaby was dominated
South of the Central Valley, the land rises up 10 by its location between the expanding urban

the Kingsway ridge, which raverses the south- centres of Vancouver and New Westminster.
central portion of the Municipality. The top por- First as a rural agricultural arca supplying the
tion of the ridge corresponding to Kingsway is nearby markets, and later as an important

the location of higher density commercial and transportation corridor between Vancouver and
residential uses. The slopes associated with the the interior of the province.

ridge are primarily residential, with the south
slope being interrupted by a series of ravines.
designated as park.

The final 1wopographic feature is the Big Bend
ared, a low lying alluvial arca. It occupies some
2,270 acres or approximately 18 percent of the
total municipal land area. The land is underlaid
with peat soils and contains significant agricul-
tural and recreational lands and an established
and growing industrial base.

The various topographic zones of the
Municipality have borne a general relationship
to the pattern of development in the com-
munity. The ridges and their slopes are as-

*  sociated with higher density residential and
commercial development, while the valleys and
low lying areas, with their poorer foundation g
and drainage conditions, are largaﬂy asm::m&cl
with lower intensity industrial, ag;rn:ulryml and

recreational uses. standard made automobile ownership almost

universal, As real estate prices in New
Westminster and Vancouver rose, people were
atrracted 1o Burnaby where hoosing was more

11

As bus and tram lines expanded into the area,

an increasing number of people began o seftle

. in Burnaby while contipuing 1o work elsewhernz,
In the 1940z, public transportation ceased to be
a limiting factor in utba_u df:v:lﬂpnmm .as the up-




affordable and the location was central. ln_li't_e
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With apartment development in Burnaby in the
late 1050s and early 1960s, the Municipality
was ernering a third major phase of its develop-
ment. The rural agricultural character gave way
tor accelerated suburbanization and increased ur-
banity. Throughout the 1"}'1'!503 and early 1970s
Burnaby ¢ I:::tE:ncn:::d _____

ments within designated core areas aumunted
for appmxjmamly 70 percent of its net dwelling
unit increase between 1961 and 1981, This
residential urbanization has been accompanied
by a mspnndmg mend towards a greater
range of uses and facilities in the commercial,
industrial and institutional sectors.

Development in the 19805 has been charac-
terized by the introduction of more sophisti-
cated urban uses within the Munll:lpﬂll_!}"
particularly in the commercial and industrial
sectors. Increased development through infill
aml mdavelupmnt of existing uses are becom-
ing more common as the built-up nature of the
Municipality increases and large areas of un-
developed land diminish.

. Burnaby can now be regarded as a maturing,

| more integrated community. It is no longer a
rural Municipality or one with primarily a subur-
ban role. It now incorporates rural aspects and

. suburban residential areas with higher density

- residential arcas, major commercial wwn centre
development, high technology research parks,
major post-secondary institutes, and rapid tran-
sit. This has been a phenomenal transition over
the past 40) years.

The present land use pattern of the community
reveals the degree 1o which the Municipality is
developed. The following table illustrates the

relationship between Burnaby's various land
uses:

BURNABY LAND USE TYPES

BY AREA, 1986
CATEGORY AREA %
{Acres)
Residential 6,345 28.6
Industrial 2,700 12,2
- Commercial 495 2.2
Agricultural 220 1.0}
Institutional 2,440 11.0
Parks & Upen Space 3 800 153
Vacant & Undeveloped 2380 10.8
Roads & Righis-of-Way 3,355 15.1
Other 455 A8
TOTAL 22,190 1000
Chied Parceckage ) e
Roogky 151
TranizE=nm G
Vacaat & Undesaitped 10:8
Paras & Clpen Seacs 15.3 S
oMo 1.2
Vest it barsal 100 Bgrarallueed 1.0
BURNABY LAND LISE 1986

12

The future will bring continued demands on the
Municipality's land resources. In view of the

built-up nature of Burnaby, development oppor-
tunities will not be as easily available as in the
past. Available lands will have to be more judi-
ciously used and redevelopment pressures on
older cstablished arcas will likely increase,
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A REGIONAL CONTEXT

As the third largest metropolitan area in
Canada, the Yancouver Region plays a
dominant role in the economic, social and cul-
tural life of the Province. The Region contains
just under one half of the Province's popula-
tion, about 50 percent of its total personal in-
come and about 57 percent of the labour force.
The Region also acts as Canada’s gateway o
the increasingly important Pacific Rim trading
area.

The Municipality of Bumaby occupies a central
strategic location in the Kegion and as such is
directly affected by development wrends occur-
ring in the Region as a whole. Burnaby iz ata
period of transition in its historical develop-
ment. It has evolved from a suburban, dor-
mitory Community to onc scrving as a regional
focus for numerous functions. In view of
Burnaby's changing regional role and the in-
fluence of regional growth trends, this section
will review the macro regional trends that will
have a bearing on the future development of
Burnaby.

REGIONAL POPULATION AND
HOUSING TRENDS

Towl population within the Vancouver Census
Metropolitan Area is cxpected to grow from the
1.37 million recorded in the 1986 Census to an
estimated 1.58 million in 2(N11. It is expected
that the rate of growth will decline from the
very high levels (about 3.5% per annum) as-
sociated with the baby boom of the 1950s and
19605, dropping to an annual average of about
1.3 percent in the 1980s and less than one per-
cent in the lawe 1990s.

The growth in the number of households in the
Region has generally followed the decline in
the population rate but at & slower level. This is
explained by the fairly rapid drop in household
size from 3.5 persons per household in 1961 to
2.5 in 1986, The average household size is ex-

pected to level off at about 2.3 persons by the
end of the century.
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The GYEL has prepared metropolitan estimates
for housing unit production by struciure type o
the year 2001. These estimates bear a close
relationship to the projected changes in the
demographic structure of the Region, especially




the movement of the baby boom generation
through the life cycle.

During the 19605 and early 1970z, the number
of apartments grew rapidly as the “baby
boomers” first formed households. By the late
1970= and E..'irl!.-' 1980s, this group began seek-
ing ground-oriented family units. Consequently,
the GVRD estimates that in the period 1981-
2001, 211,000 new houszholds will be of thoss
formed in the Vancouver Mewopolitan Area
with 126,000 (60%) being housed in single
detached units, 29,000 (14%) in duplex or row
units, 51,500 (24%) in aparunents and 4,460
{2%) in other housing forms.
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HOUSING UNIT PRODUCTION

Given the emphasis on ground-oriented housing
and the tendency of this housing to be con-
structed in outer suburhs where land is more
readily available an accelerated suburbanization
of the Region is expected to occur. Thus,
segional projections show Bumnaby expenienc-
ing more moderate household growth as a result
of slower regional growth and the relative lack
of capacity in Burmaby to accommodate ground-
omented housing.

Bumnaby's regional share of apartment growth
i expected 10 increase despite a general trend
within the Region towards increasced dispersion
of sparnmment households. Several factors con-
arbane 10 this:

= the mner central locaton of the
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Municipality within the Region

- the Munigipality's established and grow-
ing commercial and industrial employment
base requiring a growing labour force in
close proximity

= the availability of well established and
eommunity accepted apartment develop-
ment areas with good regional accessibility

» the particular importance of Burnaby
Metrotown as a major apartment
development area with its convenient ac-
cess to SkyTrain and expanding variety of
available urban amcnitics

« an increasing proportion of older
houscholds within the Municipality who
may seek apartment accommodation
close to their neighbourhoods in the future,

A sugpested method of addressing the need for
additional ground-oriented housing in the
Region is by inensilying residential develop-
ment within the inner sectors of the
metropolitan area. This objective was pre-
viously identified in the former Official *
Regional Plan and the Livable Region Strategy
for the following reasons:

= to maximize use of existing and generally
more available support services and
facilities




= to provide labour force growth in closer
proximity to established and expected
employment growth centres

= to help reduce the trend towards longer
commuter travel movements and travel
times in the Region

= 1o help minimize agricultural and other
land consumption that would otherwisc
occur in outer suburban areas.

Burnaby has chosen, as a maner of general
policy, to pursue an approach that would not
significantly alter the character of its single and
two-family neighbourhoods. Instead it has
chosen to increase the number of ground-
oriented housing units through more conven-
tional methods. This includes using group
housing in undeveloped residential arcas and
providing for some smaller lot, infill develop-
ment in appropriate residential areas,

REGIONAL ECONOMIC TRENDS

Burnaby's future industmial/commercial growth
and employment are closely linked 1o the
rospects for the Region. On average, the
GVYRD is forecasting an annual regional growth
rate in metropolitan jobs of 2.9 percent in the
late 1980s and 2.4 percent in the late 19903,
These forecasts are below the annual growth
rate of 4.8 percent experienced in the 1970s. By
2001, Burnaby's employment is expected to be
about 102,00} which represents 11 percent of
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the metropolitan area share - the same percent-
age asin 1981,

In the period between 1961 and 1985, the
manufacturing scctor moved [rom being the
Region's largest private sector emplover to
being the third highest employer. However, in-
dustrial employment growth will continue to be
a fundamental component of hoth the regional
and municipal economies in the future. By
2001, 16 percent of total metropolitan employ-
ment 15 expected 1o be in the manufacturing sec-
lﬂrigg‘lﬁ'ﬂ slightly from the 18.6 percent share
in v

As the Region develops, suitable industrial land
in its inncr arcas will become increasingly
limited. From a regional viewpoint, increased
industrial densities in these inner areas would
be advantageous. Burnaby's industrial land base
is an impaortant strategic component of the
Region, accounting for about 12 percent of the
regional industrial land considered immediate-
ly, or likely usable, within the next 5 years.
Regional forecasts suggest that industrial
employment growth within Burnaby will be
primarily related to the wholesale trade and
wransportation/communication/utilities sectors,

Metrnpnltmn service employment was nearly
twice that of industrial job growth dun.n the
1970s and 1980s. Forecasts indicate it 'lul-'i_]l con-
tinue to be the major growth sector in the
Region over the next two decades. A significant
proportion of scrvice cmployimcnt growih is
strongly tied to population growth, Over the
past 3 years for example, more than 80 percent
of the retail floor space growth has beon outside
the City of Vancouver, supported by the large
suburban population increases.

Burnaby's regional share of service employ-
ment growth is expected 1o rise during the
19%0s. This recognizes the increased dispersal
of buginess to the inner suburbs and the advan-
cement of the Metrotown concept.




REGIONAL REGIONAL ROLE FOR
TRANSPORTATION BURNABY: A SUMMARY
The movement of goods and people in the As the Region grows, Burnaby will, because of

Region is affected by the physical landscape.
The GVRD has an unusual situation where the
urban core is located on the wesiern edge of the
Region rather than near its centre. In addition,
wpographical constraints such as the mountains
and inlet to the north, the Frascr River to the
south, the Pacific Ocean to the west and Bur-
naby Mountain o the east, limit the choice and
development of commuter routes,

The problem is further aggravated by the fact
that the majority of the population lives in the
outer communities while working in the core
area. Regional policies have been developed in
the past which encourage a better relationship
hetween places of residence and places of work.
One of these policies was the establishment of
Regional Town Centres, such as Burnaby's
Metrotown, which are areas of high density
residential and commercial development.
Another policy was to develop housing oppor-
tunities in the inner areas of the Region to
proportionally increase the labour force in areas
of eoncentrated employment.

Being situated immediately east of Vancouver,
Bumaby is dramatically affected by, and con-
cerned about, increased commuter movements.
The Municipality has a major interest in ad-
vocating the development of an effective
regional transportation system, including the in-
tegrated advancement of both road and transit
improvements that can help diminish the impact
of commuter flows into our residential areas.

its central location, become a mure important
focus for various activities, primarily those
which serve a broad portion of the Region or
areas outside of Greater Vancouver. This trend
15 evident in the industrial development which
has taken place over the past 15 vears. Increas-
ingly, it is also evident for business, offices and
midjor area initiatives such as Metrotown, This
process intensified during the 19705 and will
continue over the next two decades. Burnaby
will become less of an extension of other com-
munities and realize a stronger individuality and
a greater urban role within the Region. The tran-
sition will be incremental and varied within the
Municipality. Nonetheless, this ransition will
be significant during the life of the O.C.P, From
a regional perspective, Burnaby could be ex-
pected o shape this ransition to the benefit of
the community and the Region. The
Municipality of Burnaby acknowledges this
responsibility. It commiits itself w responding,
wherever appropriate, to the regional trends and
issues as presented in the development of this
O.CP




GROWTH MANAGEMENT APPROACH

A STRATEGY OVERVIEW

While it is accepted that communities are con-
stantly evolving, there are periods in which
their character and function change significant-
ly. The previous section identified Bumaby's
transition from a rural to suburban to a more in-
tegrated urban community.

Given Burnaby’s central location in the Region,
the scarcity of land remaining for development
and the desirability of Burnaby as a place to
waork and live, there will be continued pressures
for change together with the opening of a sig-
nificant number of new opportunities. Choices
have already been made about future directions
for Burnaby. Additional choices will be needed
in the future. Should Burnaby continue to be-
come more urbanized and if w0, toward what
form and character? To what extent should Bur-
naby protect its more traditional suburban
characier and major open space areas” What
community facilitics and services will be re-
quired by the changing compasition of the
population? What economic initiatives are re-
guired to address our changing role in the
Region? How do we protect and enhance our cn-
vironment while still accommodating an-
ticipated future growih?

The forces referred to may be shaped in the in-
terests of the community as a whole or simply
left to follow a random pattern, It is a fundamen-
tal position of this O.C.P. that urban growth and
change are variables that should be influenced
by local public policy to achieve a higher level
of livability and future certainty. The O.C.P.
provides a framework for the orderly manage-
ment of growth and development.

= The overall growth management approach
of the Official Community Plan is con-
cermned with providing:

Dalrced
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GROWTH MANAGEMENT APPROACH

- a BALANCED land usc framework that
provides choice and diversity of oppor-
tunity in response to projected needs and

\ trends while protecting and enhancing

. those community asseis that make Bur-
naby a desirable place in which to work,
live and invest; and

- & broad statement of accompanying social
and economic objectives,

An overview of this approach is summarized
under the following two headings:

=« Growth and Development Patterns
« Social and Economic Perspective.

GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

FRAMEWORK GOAL- GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

To accommodate growth and accompanying
change fo the extent that they coniribute fo a
properly structured community that will satis-

Elﬂvdlwmneedsafﬂmw.




= reject an “across the board” densification
of all single and two-family residential
neighbourhoods as a means of increasing
ground-oriented growth potential

« promote the efficient use of available in-
dustrial lands by:

, 1) the use of comprehensive industrial es-
tates as the major form for future
industrial growth
ii) encouraging an intensification of
existing industrial development

= recognize the Big Bend area as the
Municipality’s major and most significant
industrial growth area

» promote high technology, research
development in Discovery Parks located
adjacent to Simon Fraser University and
the British Columbia Institute of Technol-
DEY

« promote development within the Cenrtral
Administrative and Willingdon/Freeway
suburban office centres

« facilitate development of the Cariboo,
Oakalla and Seride lands and thereby add
them as significant additons o the residen-
tial inventory of the Municipality

= promote the growth of tourist related op-
portunities within the Municipality.

Protection and Preservation

{- « divert urban growth away from parks
) and major open space, conservation, and
B | environmentally sensitive or hazardous
L areas
= protect the predominantly suburban
47 character of the Municipality's single and
| two-family residential neighbourhoods
= protect lands within the Agricultural Land
Reserve for permitted agriculural and re-
lated uses only
= adequately floodproof new urban
development within the designated
floodplain area of the Municipality

- prohibit cxpansion of existing or new
o development which will endanger the
| health and/or safety of Burnaby residents
/' or unsatisfactorily contribute to air or
| water pollution.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
PERSPECTIVE

The growth strategy for the Municipality recog-
nizes that land use, economic and social plan-
ning are linked; the processes should not occur
in isolation. While acknowledging that Burnaby
has had a good record for incorporating social
and economic considerations into its land use
plans, the O.C.P. has identified a commitment
to and need for making these efforts more ex-
plicit. An overview of the social and economic
perspectives follows.

FRAMEWORK GOAL - SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

To develop and malntain a social environment
which promotes the physical, social and men-
tal well-being of individuals and families In
Burnaby.




- maintenance of a consolidated listing
of all development cost charges, along
with explanations in order to keep
“unknowns” or “surprises” to a mini-
mum
- provision of individual service includ-
ing “custom packages” 1o legitimate en-
quiries from initiation to completion of
project
- to strengthen liaison activities with the
private sector, community agencies and
other levels of government to keep abreast
of trends, requirements or problems
faced by various sectors of the community
- a willingness to review its policies, by-
laws and procedures to ensure they are
streamlined, relevant and adaptable to
major shifts in the market place
- to take full advantage of available
economic development funding and assis-
tance programs (e.g. Parners-In-
Enterprise Program)
« to prepare a specific economic develop-
ment strategy based on the identified
“strengths” of the Municipality.

The above actions will require an exemplary
level of professional, technical and personal ser-
vice 10 the development community together
with initiatives and the use of those tools re-
quired to effectively atract and facilitate
development.

THE FUTURE

Under the direction of this O.C.P. the needs of
the community to the end of the century can be
addressed. The O.C.P. recognizes an important
dichotomy in the management of the
Municipality's future growth. On the one hand,
it realizes the Municipality must encourage,
direct and balance an cxpanded range of urban
uses, facilities and services to meet the needs of
a growing and changing community. On the
other hand, it acknowledges the Municipality
must designate, protect and enhance those sub-
urban, rural and natural elements to which

many of the unique qualities and general
livability of the Municipality relate.

By the end of the century, it is anticipated there
will be an additional 15,000 households in Bur-
naby with a total population of about 163,000
persons within 73,500 units. The largest land
use in area will continue to be the single and
two-family areas which will maintain their lar-
gely suburban character. Apantment develop-
ment will account for about three-quarters of
the Municipality's net dwelling unit growth.
This growth will be directed to designated apart-
ment areds with Metrotown the largest of these,
containing 15,000 total apartment units within _
its boundaries. By 2001, Bumaby will have
reached about 89 percent of its dwelling unit
capacity under the residential framework out-
lined in this O.C.P. Oakalla will have been
phased out and replaced by up to 650 housing
units adjacent to the Deer Lake Park.
Cariboo Hill will have been largely developed
with an ultimate combination of about 1,400
group and single-family housing units. The arca
south of the Edmonds SkyTrain Station will be
developing residentially with an ultimate
capacity of 2,400 muolt-family units. It will be
incorporated as part of the Edmonds Town
Centre.

The largest percentage population gains in Bur-
naby over the next 15 years will be in the 43-
64, 65+ and 30-44 age groups. Absolute and
relative declines will occur in both the 5-19 and
20-29 age groups. The Municipality's social
planning efforts will largely be focused on the
implications of the changing demographics or
the requirements for housing, human services,
community facilities and other needs.

A potential 600 1o 800 addifional acres of in-
dustrial land may be developed. The largest per-
centage will be in the form of comprehensive
industrial estates in the Big Bend area, par-
ticularly in the 1990s. Redevelopment and inten-
sification of existing industrial areas ‘will
continue. M ill clearly emerge as
Burnaby's primary town centre with commer-
cial Moorspace exceeding 5 million squarc fect.
It will also be recognized and accepted as an at-




tractive suburban alternative to downtown Van-
couver. Other lesser scaled commercial and sub-
urban office centres will see continued
expansion as service employment grows. The
Rig Bend will expand its agricultural develop-
ment and continue o be a supplier of agricul-
tural products to the Region. Total employment
in Burnaby by 2001 will have reached almaost
102,000, The economy will be more agressive
and technologically rich. As part of our
economic development approach, ways will
continue to be sought to encourage cconomic
growth and job creation.

The quality of our air, water, built environment
and open space resources will be maintained
and improved. The major natural features of the
Municipaliry - Barner Marine Park, Burnaby
Mountain Conservation Arca, Burnaby Lake,
Deer Lake, Central Park and Fraser River
Foreshore Park will be entrenched as heritage
features linked by a developing park trail sys-
tem. Development of Deer Lake Park will be
well underway with Eublic access around the en-
tire lake achieved.

As urbanizafion increases, greater emphasis will
be placed on urban design considerations to en-
sure proper relationships within the built and
natural environments. Memotown will emerge
as the most dominant built form in the

Municipality, Within our single and two-family
neighbourhoods, innovative design solutions
will be applied to address changing trends and
the need 1o ensure compatibility with surround-
ing development.

Advancement of an efficicnt peripheral arerial
system will be well underway with widening of
the Freeway and Barnet Highway: completion
of the Stormont/McBride and Marine Way/10th
Avenue connectors. At a more local level,
notable improvements will see Royal Oak
Avenue, between Gilpin and Grange upgraded
and the construction of a Gilley Alternate truck
route between 19th Street and Byrne REoad. The
cxisting SkyTrain system will be extended to
Surrey with possible additional extensions to
Lougheed Mall and the Coquitlam Town Centre.

In any city time inevitably brings changes. Bur-
naby in 2001 will differ from the Burnaby of
today, just as the Burnaby of today differs from
the Burnaby of yesterday. By managing these
changes as well as possible, Burnahy will retain
its unique identity and become a more desirable
place to live, work and invest.

This Flan will undergo regular review 10 ensurg
that 1t remains up-to-date and a workable
framework to guide development of the
Municipality.




LAND USE ALLOCATION

FRAMEWORK GOAL - LAND USE
ALLOCATION

To ensure Burnaby Is provided with a
balanced diversity of land uses within a
framework that meets the Municlpality's
prasent and future needs.

A primary purposc of the O.C.P, is w outline a
framework for the present and future use of

land in Burnaby. This purpose is reflected in the
above framework goal and is organized around:

« a concept of nodal development, and
« six major land use components.

These organizing elements are discussed below,

CONCEPT OF NODAL
DEVELOPMENT

The concept of a hierarchy of nodal develop-
ment is a longstanding and central theme in the
overall land use management of the
Municipality. It represents a clustering of urban
growth and development within centres in-
tended to serve their surrounding areas. In Bur-
naby, the nodal development concept provides
the following:

- the basis for a related hicrarchy of com-
mercial centres and residential oppor-
tunities to benefit from the mutual reinfor-
cement each use provides

= 4 basis for strategically locating a maore
complete range of urban services and op-
portunities in focused areas of the
Municipality

- a basis for accommodating and organizing
higher density development in proper rela-
tion to areas intended for low density

development and/or preservation.

In essence, nodal development provides a basis
for a varied choice of lifestyle and development
aliernatives, enables residents to identify with a
specific place and helps ensure the desired
balance of land uses within the Municipality.

In Burnaby, the concept of nodal development
is applied in relation to:

« Higrarchy of Nodes

» Residential Sector Centres

- Regional Town Centre

= SkyTrain Stations

Hierarchy of Nodes

This O.C.P. incorporates nodal centres with
varying sizes and roles depending upon their as-
signed tuncthion and relationship to surrounding
service areas. Five different levels are defined
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within a hierarchy of centres relating to a series
of designated commercial centres. These in-
clude “Regional Town Centre” (Metrotown),
“Town Centres”, “District Centres™, "Com-
munity Centres” and “Neighbourhood
Centres” . The broad pattern of development as-
sociated with this core hierarchy is charac-
terized by a progressive build up of residential
densities from the neighbourhood centres o
Metrotown. Conversely, there is a decrease in
density away from such centres toward the sur-
rounding single family residential areas.

Commercial office and retail development in
the Municipality is also closely oriented 10 a
nodal form of development and comresponds to
the core area hierarchy. Memotown and the
town centres accommodate the highest order
commercial uses. The other centres provide a
commercial service and employment function
in keeping with their intended role in the hierar-
chy.

Residential Sector Centres

Many communities have chosen to organize
their residential uses in a concentric pattern_
around a single dominant service centre. Bur-
naby, in recognition of its physiography and his-
torical development pattemn, has elected to
organize its residential areas around four
general geographic sectors, each of which has a
town centre, Metrotown is-the designated town
centre for the south-west sector of the
Municipality as well as a regional town centre.
Lougheed, Brentwood and Edmonds Centres
are designated as town centres for their respec-
tive sectors. [n general, each town centre is to
be the focus of higher density commercial and
residential opportunities, supporting leisure and
public transit facilities.

Regional Town Centre

Metrotown is the designated primary (own
centre for Burnaby. In addition, it fulfills a
Regional Town Centre function for the inner,
central sector of the Yancouver Metropolitan
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area. The 293 hectare (735 acre) site is located
in the vicinity of Kingsway/Central Park, 9.5
kilometers (6 miles) from the Vancouver
downtown core and is near the geographic
population centre of Greater Vancouver.

The Metrotown area has a key role to play in
the strategy to increase sclf-sufficicncy for both
the Municipality and a major sub-area of the

Region. Tt also plays an important role by
providing attractive suburban locations with the
full range of amenities and services required for
decentralized, high density residential, office
and retail growth.

The orderly development of Metrotown will
offer the following benefits to the Municipality
as a whaole:

~» Metrotown will provide for the develop-

|. ment of an integrated and identifiable

| focus of commercial, social, and residen-
tial mmpan:nts that will form the basis uf
the primary urban core for the
Mumicipality

« the residential and commercial
redevelopment potential and capacity of
the Metrotown area will absorb a sizeable
proportion of Burnaby's growth commit-
ments, thereby assisting the implementa-
tion of the Municipality's general land use
and growth management program.

« the intensified urban character of
Metrotown will broaden the range of
residential, commercial, employment,
entertainment and cultural opportunitics
available within the Municipality

» Metrotown affords an opportunity for
the comprehensive redevelopment and
rehabilitation of Bumnaby's largest and
oldest commercial centre while at the
samc time strengthening the municipal tax
base

= the provision of substantial employment
opportunities within Metrotown will assist
in the maintenance of a balanced employ-
ment/population ratio

= development of Metrotown and estab-
lishment of the SkyTrain system will
produce reciprocal benefits with SkyTrain
providing efficient transportation for users
of Metrotown who in turn provide addi-
tional ridership for the SkyTrain system

= a balanced mix of urban uses in relation to
overall community needs through a staged
development approach and provision of
necessary supportive infrastructure,

Metotown serves as the geographic focus for /
the highest density, largest scaled and most /
urban office, retail, residential and community
facility development in Bumaby. A focusing of
first order commercial development to
Metrotown is to be emphasized to ensure its
Regional Town Centre function is strengthened, |
rather than diluted over time. Memotown will |
also be characterized by its quality of develop- |
ment, its sense of activity during and outside |
normal business hours, its urban environment :'
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by way of public squares, sculptures, fountai
and civic uses such as a library, a leisure

plex and possibly a performing arts theatre and
art gallery.

The SkyTrain System

The most important recent public transportation
development has been implementation of the
SkyTrain system. There are four SkyTrain sta-
tions in Burnaby; Patterson, Metrotown, Royal
Oak and Edmonds with prowvision in the system
design for a future station at Kingsway. The
Municipality is assessing a very preliminary
proposal by BC Transit to extend the SkyTrain
system to the Lougheed Mall Centre via an Ed-
monds Corridor alignment.

To benefit from the major capital investment in
SkyTrain, the substantial carrying capacity that
SkyTrain offers, SkyTrain's ability to intercon-
nect with major employment/shopping areas
like Metrotown and downtown Vancouver, the
SkyTrain system should be used to reinforce the
concept of nodal development around the sta-
tions, This recognizes that SkyTrain can have a




positive impact on desired land use change. LAND USE COMPONENTS
However, for this to be used to maximum ad-
vantage, the type and intensity of development The growth management approach presented in
adjacent to each station is differentiated. Smuﬁ#mfmmpmddingnhl}mmdlmd
usc framework within the context of a general
[ i " e ) gocial and economic perspective. This Section

i =X applies this approach, together with the concept
of nodal development, Each of six major land
use types is provided with a broad development
framework, which in combination, present a
congolidated land use development concept for
the Municipality as shown on the following
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RESIDENTIAL

CONTEXT

In 1%92, the Municipality of Burmaby had a
population of about 200 persons. 94 years later,
Burnaby's population has increased to ap-
proximately 145,000, accommodated within ap-
proximately 58,500 dwelling units. The
magnitude, form and location of these units
have established a distinctive pattern of neigh-
bourhood development preferences within the
Municipality to which a residential strawegy for
the 1980s and 1990s must relate. This requires a
more direct approach in dealing with future
growth options than could occur in a less
developed community having vast areas of un-
developed lands suitable for residential use.
Also to be recognized is that the Municipality’s
various land uses have been permitted 1o
develop over time in a way that has supporied
the residential land use patnern.

Assessed need is another influence concerning
both total dwelling unit demand and anticipared
demographic patterns, From a regional perspec-
tive the projected population growth rate is ex-
pected to be lower than the high levels (about
3.5 pereent per annum) associated with the
19505 and 1960s, dropping to about 1.2 percent
in the 1980s and less than 1.0 percent in the
19590s. GYRD projections indicate that about
211,000 new housing units will be formed in
the Region from 1981 to 2001 with about three-
quarters of these as ground-oriented units,

The projected increase of households occupying
ground-oriented accommodation suggests that
outer suburban growth will accelerate where
land supply is more abundant, while inner
Municipalities, with limited available lands, can
anticipate reduced growth rates. The projections
further suggest that the 10.5 percent share of the
Region's household growih expericnced by the
Municipality in the 1960s and 1970s will
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decline to aboul § percent during the 1980s and
6 pereent during the 19905, Burnaby should ac-
commodate about 2{) percent of the total an-
ticipated regional apartment unit demand during
the 1980s and 1990s; however, it should ac-
count for only about 3 percent of the Region’s
total new ground-oriented housing during the
same period. The reduced ground-oriented
development is primarily due to the relatively
limited supply of available sites for such
development.

In terms of area, low density single and two-
family arcas are the largest land usg category in
Burnaby. Residents have expressed the opinion
that the low density residential areas are one of
Burnaby's greatest strengths, and should be
protected. Accordingly the maintenance of the
low density single and two-family suburban




character, under existing circumstances and
trends, becomes an important structuring com-
ponent in Burnaby's land use framework.

RESIDENTIAL GOALS

GOAL - HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES
To provide a balanced range and cholce of
Iiving opportunities and nelghbourhood

E"PE'I.

The Municipality, by virtue of its assigned land
use regulatory function, has the ability to direct-
ly influence the number, nature and location of
residential development opportunities in Bur-
naby. The residential allocation as represented
in the framework is intended to accomplish the
following:

= o accommodate overall residential
growth and accompanying change to the

year 2001 in proper balance and relation-
ship with other land uscs

= to adequately respond to projected
municipal and regional demographic
rends

= {0 encourage a variety of neighbourhood
types including urban, suburban and rural
10 broaden the opportunities for choice of
rezidential environment and location

* 0 maintain the predominant low density
single and two-family suburban character
of the Municipality

= 1o meet the housing needs of households
through their changing lifecycle

= 10 encourage a beneficial relationship be-
tween residential opportunities and the
hierarchy of commercial centres within the
Municipality

= o provide a full range of housing oppor-
tunities within each of four major sectors
of the Municipality from high density
apartment to low density single-family.

GOAL - NEIGHBOURHOOD LIVABILITY
To maintaln and Improve neighbourhood
livabiiity and stability

A comprehensive review of residential areas
was undertaken as a background component to
the O.C.P. In that review, it was concluded that:

- individual residential neighbour hoods are
characterised by varying rates of change
with more mature neighbourhoods ex-
periencing greater change than newer ones

« in most instances, this change is evolution-
ary, occurring as part of a natural cycle as-
sociated wiath a transition of neighbour-
hoods

» neighbourhoods continue to fulfill a
number of needs for most residents, par-
ticularly for those who are more dependent
on their neighbourhoods




« the neighbourhood is the context that most
residents relate to when evaluating their
community and their own livability.

The above indicates that residential neighbour-
hoods are important sub-units of the
Municipality. They serve: as “building blocks"
creating a diverse community through their dis
dnciive characteristics. They differ in their
geography, their architecture, their boundaries,
the level and nature of community services
available and in the characteristics of those who
live in them. It therefore follows that municipal-
wide objectives have to relate 1o local condi-
tinns and issues. As well, it follows that it i3
imporant to:

+ maintain neighbourhoods as a basic level
of planning in Burnaby

+ wherever practical, reinforce neighbour-
hoods as a level at which social, recreation-
al. institutional and area improvement scr-
vices and facilities are provided.

The O.CP. setsout a municipal-wide land use
framework which shapes and directs future
development. This framewaork forms the CONIEKL
for neighbourhood planning with the goal of
maintaining and improving neighbourhoad con-
ditions. Burnaby has reached a point in ity
development where this neighbourhood plan-
ning perspective will require an incroasing em-
phasis.

GOAL - SPECIAL HOUSING
REQUIREMENTS

To help ensure that Burnaby's residential en-
vironments accommodate the needs of
those hav, clal hous. remenis.

Burnaby contains a diversity of housing types.
The majority is market housing for people who
are able to satisfy their accommodation needs
without government assistance. A smaller por-
fion is intended to serve the needs of people
who have financial, physical, or social restric-
tions which impair their ability to obtain
suitable housing on the open market. The
generic name given to this type of housing 1%

special housing. For planning purposes, the fol-
lowing are included under the category of spe-
cial housing:
- Seniors:
- Independent
_ Assisted Living (i.e. independent
living with support services)
- Care Facilities
- Private Hospitals
« Family:
- Rental
Co-op
- Group Homes:
- Mentally/Emotionally Disabled
- Specialized Residential (adult and
child)
- Crisis/Transition Homes

The Municipality is involved in social planning
for both market and special housing. The invol-
vement with market housing relates primarily to
the social needs of the people being housed.
O example involves the determination of ap-
propriate locations for market semiors’ apart-
ments, pamicularly with rospect o services and
amenitics. Another example consists of assess-
ing the design of housing with respect lo such
factors as privacy, scalc, accessibility and
mobility.

An identified municipal priority conceming spe-
cial housing requirements in Burnaby is
development of a comprehensive sncial or spe-
cial needs housing policy and strategy. In ad-
dressing this priority, the Municipality will
analyse the supply, demand, issoes, and require-
ments concerning special needs housing in Bur-
naby. From the information obtained, it will
develop a policy and strategy for addressing the
Municipality's future special needs housing re-
quirements.

To facilitate development of needed special
housing, the Municipality is committed to the
following: '

. assembling, analyzing and sharing infor-
mation concerning local and regional so-
cial housing requirements



« developing and adopting municipal
policies and guidelines concerning the
location, distribution, size, and scale of fu-
ture special housing developments

« gstablishing a process to ensure full and
coordinated involvement amongst the
Municipality, senior levels of government,
external agencies, and other relevant
bodies in the planning and provision of
special housing developments, programs
and related support services

- acceptance of a municipal role to help
facilitate housing opportunities accom-
rmda.ri‘ng a range of age groups, family
types, income groups, and others with spe-
cial needs

= acceptance of a municipal role to help en-
sure that housing and neighbourhood en-
vironments are of a sufficient quality to
promote an acceptable level of social,
physical and emotional well-being of Bur-
naby residents,

DIRECTIONS

The framework provides direction concerning
the future residential development of the
Municipality. These directions relate to the
residential goals and center on the following:

« to continue the provision of apartment ac-
commaodation as the Municipality’s major
residential growth component.

This recognizes the Municipality’s existing
infrastructure and development pattern, its
inner central location in the Region, the at-
ractiveness of designated sites relative to
established centres, and the projected num-
ber of older household heads that will be
seeking apartment accommodation in the
future. Apartment growth is anticipaied o
account for about 74 percent of Burnaby's
net dwelling unit growth from 1981 to
2001,

BURNABY NET DWELLING UNIT
GROWTH 1981-2001

- 1o continuc to preserve the general low

density residential character of the estab-
lished single and two-family neighbour-
hoods.

An opposite choice would involve iniriat-
ing an aggressive redevelopment program
to accommodate more ground-oriented
housing.

* 10 continue 1o provide some opportunity

for small lot single-family development,

This development form increases residen-
tial choice in neighbourhoods where
prevailing densities and historic develop-
ment patterns are compatihle.

= 10 continue introduction of properly

scaled and located group housing accom-
modation.

Group housing is a particularly appropriate
torm in designated and undeveloped low
density residential areas, providing a
means W increase ground-oriented housing
opportunities.




« 0 continue to preserve major undeveloped  THE FRAMEWORK

public open space arcas for park and con-

servation purposes as opposed to their The residential framework encourages the

development for ground-oriented housing provision of a wide variety of neighbourhood

in response 10 a projected 10-15 year in- types and housing options. The organizing con-

creased demand for this housing form. cept as related 1o the residential framework is
sumimarized below,
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