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SkyTram leaves no room for Sears: mall

_: Proposed Lougheed SkyTrain station will make
the Sears site ‘useless,” mall management says

By Mike McQuillan
NewsLeader Staff

The proposed Lougheed SkyTrain
station will force the Sears outlet store
to find a new location.

Rick Armour, with Lougheed Mail's
management company, said the mall
has stopped negotiating with the
Rapid Transit Project Office (RTPO)
because it would lead to Sears having
to close its doors. The proposed sta-

tion and bus loop, located on the
north side of Lougheed Highway and
straddling Austin Avenue, would re-
duce the store’s parking lot so much
that Sears will no longer be able 10
conduct business, said Armour. He
also noted the space would be unus-
able for future tenants.

“We've chosen not to negotiaie with
RTPO. We consider the plan that cur-

rently exists is not a good plan,” said
Armour. “It’s detrimental to our site,
across the street at the Sears site.
There's nothing to negotiate. The only
thing to negotiate is the demise of my
tenant over there.

“Our position is that the combina-
tion of the use of the site for a bus
loop, the extension of Government
{Street] and the Skylrain station,

leaves us with a site that is largely use-
less to us,” he added.

Armour said the owners of
Lougheed Mall and the Sears site,
Ontario Pension Board Realty, will not
sell the land to the province so the
SkyTrain Jine and station can be built
there. Instead, they have chosen to
fight the province when it begins the
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It started out as a simple light dis-
play but because Florence Chandra
became obsessed with making it per-

Woodhurst.
With the help of boyfriend Dave
Bourgeaux and other family and

tures precisely 11,684 lights.

The spectacle can be seen at 7897
Woodhurst Drive.

Chandra took time off work and

Diabetes Association.

weeks to complete.
“ft was all worth it,”

fect, it became the Winter Wonder of

friends, the Burnaby woman created
a Christmas light display that fea-

spent 12-to-18 hours per day labour-
ing over her lights. She began prepar-
ing the project in October as a way of
honouring her father Michae! and
raising awareness for the Canadian

The icicle display alone took three

Chandra said.

“Td never done lights before — it
was always something my parents
did when 1 was younger. And when']
grew up the party was always at

Christmas
light display a gift

from the heart

someone else's house. When we fi-
nally had everyihing in place 1 was
like: “Oh my god! It actually wurned
out. It’s very pretty.”

Both Michael Chandra and
Florence’s brother Francis suffer from
diabetes type II. Michael Chandra
was also diagnosed with kidney fail-
ure two years ago and is currently on
the waiting list to have a kidney
transplant.

“He didn't really know why this
was going on until just a few days
ago when he saw the Canadian
Diabetes Association banner being
put up. Beforehand he was just over-
whelmed watching (Dave and I)
working on his house and -garden,
thinking we were crazy,” Florence
Chandra said. “When it was all done
he thought it was great.”

So too must have B.C. Hydro.

Chandra has placed a donation
box in front of the house for anyone

wishing to make a contribution to the’

diabetes association.

Florence Chandra spent many hours decorating herf family's home on Woodhurst Dr., as a tribute to her fa-

ther, Mike, who's had diabetes for more than 20 years.
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A Burnaby man is safe after being kid-
napped and held for two days. Police
have arrested five suspects and charged
them with kidnapping and extortion.
Investigators say the man was taken
from his 5000-block Carson Street home
. Saturday night when three men burst
into the residence armed with a machete.

The 18-year-old man was blindfolded,
forced into the truck of his mother’s hix-

ury automobile, and driven to

Vancouver residence.

The man was held for two days while
his life was threatened. The kidnappers
demanded more thari $225,000 for his

safe return.

On Monday afternoon, the victim con-
vinced his capturers to take him to his
bank at Metrotown Mall where he-would
be able to obtain the ransom. Burnaby
RCMP were alerted once the man and his

Five arrested in foiled kldnappmg

two kidnappers entefed the bank. The
suspects were then arrested in the malil's

parking lot. &

Further investigation led police to a
home ‘in.the 1900-block of East 2nd
Avenue where the man:had been held.
With- the assistance of the Vancouver
emergency response team, RCMP arrest-

ed two more suspects.

A fifth suspect was taken into custody

Anthue
Oldé'House
Resource Shoppe

The Best in Paint & Servicel
700-12th St, New Westminster
521-5209




2 News Leader il Do 22 1o

Thieves steal Christmas dinners

Food hampers destined
for needy families is stolen
before it can be delivered

By Janis Cleugh
MetroValley News Service

Thieves stole the Christmas spirit last
week when they pinched hampers from
locat families in need.

The hampers were stored in two trucks
parked outside the Burquitlam Lions’ ware-
house on Schoolhouse Street.

Lions members and volunteers had been
sorting through the wares all last week to
deliver boxes to 1,100 families in
Coquitlam, Burnaby and New Westminster.

But culprits pried their way into the ve-

hicles Thursday night - depriving 20 fami-
lies of their Christmas meal.

“Obviously, someone’s eating very well,”
Lions member Larry Fleming said. “T guess
we made a mistake because the trucks
weren't right up against the building.

“There was still some room for them to
get the boxes out. I don't know how they
did it,” he said.

As well, the crooks broke a window to
one of the trucks 1o swipe an emergency
radio. Fleming believes at least three peo-
ple were involved in the operation, and
were monitoring the site whilé trucks of
tfood were moving in and out last week.

It is the first time in 30 years that the
Burquitlam Lions’ hamper project has been
targeted. Fortunately, the Lions' had
enough money to buy more food.

“That's $2,000 that could've gone to

somebody else.” Fleming said, “We worked
all year for this. It's terrible something like
this has to happen before Christmas.”
Safeway vouchers were also passed out
to needy families by the benevolemt local

group.
Wendie Macrae, spokesperson  for
SHARE, the agency which controls the

food bank, praised the Burquitlam Lions
for supplying the cash, however, she said
SHARE would have stepped in with more
hampers for the 20 families if the Lions
hadn't. “They purchased extra food so that
the families wouldn't do without,” Macrae
said. “It’s really a tragic event that this has
to occur but we are living in a time when
these types of things happen.”

= Anyone with information on the miss-
ing hampers is urged to calt Cpl. Jeff Ketola
at Cequitlam RCMP at 945-1550.

SkyTrain leaves no room: mall
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process of expropriating the land.

The mall owners, the cities of Burnaby
and Coquitlam and residents want the sta-
tion to be located where the mall’s bus loop
currently sits. According to TransLink, that
location was abandoned because the mall's
two-storey parking lot would have to be re-
located at a cost of more than $20 million.

Christy Clark, MLA for the local provin-
cial riding, believes the RTPO probably did-
n't negotiate in good faith with the mall.

“If the land owner wants it there, the city

Cosmetic, Plastic, an

and the public want it there, why wouldn’t
the government put it there? The police
even want it there. IU’s really hard to fath-
om how incompetent the RTPO has been
on this,” said Clark.

“There seems to be this view from the
government that they're going to do this
for the people, its going to be good for the
people whether they like it or not,” added
the Liberal MLA. “Citizens should be guid-
ing government, not the other way
around.”

Members of the Lougheed Area
Resident’s Association still hope to change

Reconstructi Sur

., #505 - 4885 Kingsway, BurnaB’y

the province's mind on the station location,
even though SkyTrain line construction has
already begun on either side of the site. Jim
Fraser from LARA said the group has met
with various levels of government, hoping
to have their message heard.

Fraser said some members of LARA be-
lieve civil disobédience is the only option
left for them to stop construction. “We
hope it doesn’t come to that,” he said.

Paul Skeihorne, with RTPO, said some
coniracts for the station had already been
let. The RTPO still plans to hold a public
meeting on the station's design.
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CHRISTMAS HOURS:
Mon. Dec. 20 - Fri. Dec. 24 10am-6pm
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