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Mall unhappy
with SkyTrain

By Steve Braverman
BURNABY NOW.REPORTER
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Another obstacle has been placed on the tracks ol the
provincial government’s SkyTrain extension project.

The owners of the Lougheed Mall will protest the
SkyTrain planning process by refusing to sell the
province a piece of land it needs for the proposed sta-
tion near the east Burnaby shopping centre.

. - - Butaspokesperson for the Rapid Transit Project 2000
office says the province would simply expropriate the
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“We don’t agree with the planring and a combination
of various additions to the site such as SkyTrain guide-
way construction and bus loop relocation.” Armour
said. “A combination of these things means we cant use
the site. They're denigrating our site.”

The land in question is a triangular piece of property
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Mayor offers to delay
Lake City SkyTrain stop

By Steve Braverman
RURNABY NOW REPORTER

A group of concerned parents is saying
‘o way' to a SkyTrain station at Lake City
Way. X

(n respouse to their complaints,
Rurnaby mayor Doug Drummond said
he'd consider putting off the opening of a
station at Lake City Way until 2005 if the
provincial government brings SkyTrain
directly into Lougheed Mall.

The way it stands now. a SkyTrain sta-
tion will be built near Lougheed Mall at
Lhe corner of Austin Road and Lougheed
Highway as well as Lake City Way.

Sonia Rosa, whose two children attend
Seaforth elementary, opposes the Lake
City Way station because it's within 500
meters of the school.

“We have an open field behind our
school with a park area, and we feel that
this attracts, of course, drug dealers,”
Rosa said. “There is no precedent for an
elementary school next to SkyTrain.”

She also says the students will be neg-
atively affected by the noise of trains
starting and stopping all day long,

Rosa and other parents are now peti-
tioning the neighbourhood to delete the
proposed station. The petition will be
submitted to city council, which sup-
ports the Lake City Way station.

Drummond. Burnaby's representative
on the TransLink board, said hed look at
constructing just the base for a SkyTrain
station at Lake City Way on the condition

that the current Lougheed Mall station
location is reconsidered.

“I'm totally upset with the planning of
SkyTrain in Burnaby,” Drunumond said. 1
would consider not building the station
at this time if the province rights a wrong
with the location of a station at Lougheed
Mall. Anybody you talk to in the city will
say it's a monstrous mistake to not Jocate
SkyTrain in the mail.”

The Rapid Transit Project 2000 office,
the arm of the provincial government for
the SkyTrain extension project, penciled
in Lake Cily Way as the site of a future sta-
tion in the original plan.

But the city of Burnaby pushed for a
station to be built in the first phase of
construction and received $14 million
funding for it from TransLink, the region-
al authority on transportation.

Drummond maingains a SkyTrain stop
is eventually needed at Lake City Way
where many new businesses including
high tech companies are'setting up shop.

“A station there... will reduce the num-
ber of cars going to Lake City Way. That
area is going through a metamorphosis,”
he said. .

As for the crimé, Drummond pointed
out that the city of Burnaby has under-

taken a number of anti-crime initiatives

including participation in a multi-juris- .

dictional police task force.

He says the province is also locking to
install turnstiles in SkyTrain stations as
well as establish a new police force exclu-
sively for SkyTrain.

Expropriation could resolve dispute
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of Burnaby and
Coquitlam. They prefer
the station on the east side
of the shopping centre
closer to the building.

But a deal for the east-
side station fell through
when the owners of
Lougheed Mall refused o
contribute an additional

520 million demanded by
the RTPO. As a result, the
RTPO decided to go with a
station at Austin and
Lougheed. roughly a two
minute walk away from a
door to the mall.
Off-shore investors in
Asia own a small piece of
the property and the
RTPO doesn't anticipate
much trouble acquiring it
But a bulk of the prop-

erty is possessed by the
Ontario Pension Board.
the owner- of Lougheed
Mall, and it plans 1o make
things difficult for the
RTPO.

Paul Skelhorne, a com-
munications  officer for
the  RIPO.  says  the
province  will use s
authority (o exproprisie
the required land if thats
the case.

* A registered indeﬁendenl school

o A solid, structured, academic program

« Excellence in education from K to Grade 12
» Average class size is under 15 students!!

lications for Kindergat

or information: 931-7265 -
1189 Rochester Avenue, Coquitiam, BC

website: traditionallearning.com

Call now f

... an affordable, quality, private education!

Traditional Learning Academy

o Established in 1991, a
« Teaching in the Catholic Tradition
« Teacher-centred instruction

« Orderly, respectful setting

roven record

o

Weﬂ)tésday, Decéniber 22.@ 7:pm

"Michael J. Fox Theatre
7373 MacPherson Ave,
Burnaby

Admission by Donation

230

stores | skytrain

further, we've got it al
of gift giving 1deas all under one roof.

Then afterwards why noi che
SilverCity, both stay open cven later!

free parking | metropohis | and yes,

mdonlight madness Dec 20-23

No time to waste? It's down to the last few days. Look no
| - 230 stores, an incredible range

And“ﬁev,

this week, Dec 20 - 23 we’'ll leave the doors open at

Eaton Centre Metrotown and Metropohis till 11pm.
ck out either Playdium or

just for you.

open very late




